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TAGS: MZ 

SUBJECT: MOZAMBICAN PLANE SHOT DOWN 
REF: LISBON 9181 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE MOZAMBIQUE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
HAS ANNOUNCED THE CRASH NOVEMBER 24 OF A LIGHT AIRCRAFT 
BELONGING TO THE FIRM "TEXT AFRICA." THE PLANE WAS ON A 
FLIGHT FROM MAPUTO TO CHIMOIO, WHERE TEXTAFRICA'S LARGE 
TEXTILE MILL IS LOCATED. THE PILOT AND ALL SEVEN PASSENGERS 
WERE KILLED IN THE ACCIDENT. THE MOZAMBIQUE GOVERNMENT HAS 
ORDERED A "RIGOROUS INVESTIGATION" TO DETERMINE THE CAUSE 
OF THE CRASH. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR, THE PLANE, 

WHICH WAS FLYING KEY COMPANY OFFICIALS TO CHIMOIO, WAS 
SHOT DOWN BY FRELIMO FORCES WHO WERE GUARDING THE AIRPORT 
AT CHIMOIO. APPARENTLY, AIR CONTROL PERSONNEL IN MAPUTO 
FAILED TO REPORT THE PLANE'S FLIGHT PLAN TO THE CHIMOIO 
AIRPORT AND THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, AND FRELIMO FORCES, 
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WHO WERE ON ALERT FOLLOWING THE HEAVY RHODESIAN RAID 20 
KILOMETERS FROM CHIMOIO THE PREVIOUS DAY, COMMENCED FIRING 
BEFORE REALIZING THEIR MISTAKE. 

3. THE MOZAMBIQUE GOVERNMENT HAS EXPRESSED ITS REGRETS TO 
THE PORTUGUESE AND SWISS GOVERNMENTS, WHOSE NATIONALS (FOUR 
PORTUGUESE AND THREE SWISS) DIED IN THE CRASH. 
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PRESIDENT MACHEL MENTIONED TO THE AMBASSADOR ON NOVEMBER 25 
THAT THIS IS THE TYPE OF TRAGIC ACCIDENT THAT OCCURS IN WAR 
SITUATIONS. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS THE SECOND INCIDENT WITHIN FOUR MONTHS 
IN WHICH KEY EXPATRIATE CONTACT PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN VICTIMS 
OF TRAGIC ACCIDENTS. THE OTHER WAS THE RIOT AND 
EXPLOSION AT THE MOATIZE COAL MINE IN AUGUST. THIS LATEST 
ACCIDENT WILL MAKE IT EVEN MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE GOVERNMENT 
TO RECRUIT ESSENTIAL EXPATRIATE STAFF TO SERVE OUTSIDE OF 
MAPUTO AND BEIRA. 
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